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-- FERRIS -The family groups represented in this collection may not be complete, because information was entered bit by bit as I found it
or happened upon it; I have not done any systematic research on these families. Because they do not compose whole family
genealogies, these listings are arranged differently from most genealogical records or histories. Each listing is a family group,
and is arranged and filed alphabetically under the name of the head of the family.
Names are generally in alphabetical order (disregarding spelling variations and middle names), then in approx. chronological
order. The first sorting is by surname (mixing together any and all spelling variations), then by given name, then by approximate birthdate (when known) in approximate chronological order. For easier reference, surnames in headings are grouped together under the most common spelling usage that evolved in this geographical location, regardless of individualistic
spellings in the records themselves. Cross references are used in most cases where surname spellings substantially vary.
Within the quoted records, the individual spellings have been (mostly) retained because they sometimes provide clues (although in general—but with exceptions—they seem to largely reflect the record keeper's particular orthography and not always, at this early period, any special family preference). Those interested can see the variety and evolvement of a particular
name’s spelling and the interesting and sometimes amusing attempts at phonetic reproduction. Keep in mind that before
names and spellings were standardized, records reflected the individualistic whim of the particular recorder (often two different spellings of the same name within the same document). In addition, all records were handwritten, and sometimes deciphering a handwritten name in early records can be quite challenging! So expect to search under all possibilities of spelling
(for both surnames and given names).
Given names are grouped together without regard for middle initials or middle names. Because middle names and/or initials
are sometimes used, sometimes not used in various records, it seemed simplest to arrange entries as if the middle names or
initials did not exist. Usually all variations of a given name are grouped together as though spelled one way: Jan, Johannes,
John, etc. are all grouped as one (but also look under the other forms).
Sources and references are included with each "family" grouping, but may or may not include sources that are cited (or are
obvious, such as baptismal records, etc.) within the narrative or listing itself.
As with any compiled genealogical record, researchers should regard this information as leads and clues, and should verify all
data with independent research.
I welcome, and would be grateful for, any additions or corrections, especially with source citations.
copyright 2011
Patricia A. Wardell
130 Crestview Drive
Englewood, FL 34223
the.wardells@gte.net
(I prefer e-mail correspondence)
------------------------------Ferris, Daniel
Daniel Ferris
son of

m. before 30 May 1786

Hannah Banks
dau. of John Banks &

Ferris, David
David Ferris
m.
Elizabeth
b.
b. 25 July 1789
d.
d. 20 Jan 1873
buried
buried St. Paul’s Ch Cem, Eastchester, NY
---children of David Ferris & Elizabeth
• Alonzo Ferris, d. 30 July 1834 age 1.10.24; buried St. Paul’s Ch Cem, Eastchester, Westchester Co., NY
---Sources: Spies, Francis Ferdinand, St. Paul’s Church, Eastchester, NYGravestone Inscriptions with Genealogical Notes, Mount Vernon, NY 1931 (online at Ancestry.com), p. 43

Ferris, George
George Ferris
b.
d.
buried

m.

Jemima
b. 8 April 1766
d. 14 March 1806
buried Hyatt Plot, betw. Shrub Oak &Yorktown, NY

---Sources: Horton, William P., Cemetery Inscriptions of Westchester County, NY, Peekskill, NY, 1928 (online at Ancestry.com), Vol. I, (Hyatt Plot, on cross road between Shrub

1

Early Bergen County Families, compiled by Pat Wardell, 130 Crestview Drive, Englewood, FL 34223 • the.wardells@gte.net

Oak & Yorktown,, Westchester Co., NY), p. 82

Ferris, Isaac
Isaac Ferris
m.
d. 1819 ae 80
Isaac Ferris moved to what is now Ohio in 1789.
---children of Isaac Ferris & Mary Sherwood:
• Ebenezer Ferris
• Isaac Ferris
• John Ferris
• Abram Ferris
• Susannah Ferris
• Mary Ferris, m. 22 April 1792 Stamford, CT, (Rev.) Marmaduke Earle

Mary Sherwood
d. 1825 age 83

---Sources: Earle, Isaac Newton, History and Genealogy of the Earles of Secaucus, Marquette, Mich., [1924] (online at Ancestry.com), p. 410

Ferris, James
James Ferris
m.
Anna Sands
son of John Ferris &
dau. of
---children of James Ferris & Anna Sands:
• James Ferris, m. Charity Thomas, dau. of Judge John Thomas and Abigail Sands.
---Sources: Information online July 2001, Dutch-Colonies List, from Wayne McKean <WayneLII@aol.com>

Ferris, James
James Ferris
m.
Charity Thomas
son of James Ferris &
dau. of Judge John Thomas &
Anna Sands
Abigail Sands
In her will, she wrote: I Charity Ferris of the Town of Westchester in the county of Westchester being at this time sick and
weak in body, but of sound disposing mind and memory think it proper to make the following disposition and distribution of
my temporal property and for that purpose do constitute and ordain this to be my last will and Testament in manner and form
following that is to say: In the first place I order and direct my Executors hereinafter named and appointed to sell and dispose
of in their discretion either at publick or private sale a messuage and piece or parcel of land sitnate on Throgs Neck in the
Township and County aforesaid commonly called the, "Martin Place" which I purchased at a Sheriffs sale on execution the
monies arising therefrom to consider as assets in their hands for the purposes hereinafter mentioned, and I do hereby authorize them and the survivors and survivor of them to execute sufficieut Grant and title to the purchasor thereof Secondly I give
and bequeath to my daughter An Pell and to her assigns $250--to compensate her for extraordinary trouble and care in the
management of my own and her Fathers property as and Executrix also my large silver Tankard. Thirdly I give and bequeath
to my son, Edward Ferris $250--interest for his wife Elizabeth to be laid out by her in plate at her discretion for herself and
her children after her death Also a good feather bed bolster and pillows to my said son Edward and his assigns Fourthly I give
and bequeath to my son George Ferris and his assigns one other good Feather Bed Bolster and pillows Fifthly I give to my
son James Ferris and to his assigns $250--also five cows and one score of sheep out of my share of stock on the farm and fodder for them off the said farm, until the next growth of grass after the time he shall be entitled to receive them. Sixthly, and
whereas I hold an obligation or single-bill against my son Thomas Ferris for the principal sum of œ200 Dated 9th days of
July in the year 1785 in which a considerable sum for interest is Due, now if my said son Thomas Ferris his Heirs Executors
or Administrators shall pay to my Executors the sum of $250 in Six Months after my decease in such case I do hereby release
the said obligation to my said son Thomas & to his heirs executors and administrators, and declare the same to be void and
Cancelled. Seventhly. I give and bequeath to by daughter Abigail Harrison and to her assigns the third choice of a good
feather bead bolster and pillows and also my smallest silver tankard Eighthly and whereas I hold two obligations against my
son David Ferris the one a Penal Bill dated the 17th day of May 1796 for the principal sum of œ120-9 shillings and the other
a Single Bill Dated the 3rd day of July 1797 for principal sum of œ50 on both of which considerable sums are Due for interest if my said son David Ferris his Heirs Executors or Administrators shall pay to my Executors the sum of Two hundred and
fifty dollars in six months after my decease in that case I also release to him his heirs executors and administrators the said
two obligations and declare the same to be cancelled. Ninthly I give and bequeath to my said son David Ferris and to his assigns all the remainder of my share of the stock on the Farm not hereinbefore disposed of the Farming Utensils and Crops of
Grain and Hay gathered and growing on the Farm and provisions in the house at the time of my decease Tenthly I give to my
granddaughter Charity daughter of my said son James $50 to be lodged in his hands in trust for her use. Eleventhly all the
residue and remainder of my estate I give and bequeath to my two daughters Anne Pell and Abigail Harrison and to my aforesaid son George Ferris and to their several and respective assigns to be equally divided between them share an share alike but
the share of my said daughter Abigail is to be paid to herself personally. Twelfthly with respect to my slaves it is my wish and
desire and I do order and direct that they be manumitted and liberated in the manner following my wench Phebe is to be free
immediately after my decease. My wench Betty and her infant child Eliza and two men Elijah and Abraham are to remain in
the service of my son David as usual in the Farm for the term of one year from the time of my decease and then to be manumitted according to Law but if the Overseers of the Poor for the Town of Westchester shall after time refuse to manumit them
as the Law directs then I direct my Executors to do it in such way as they shall judge most proper so that they may be actually
free My boy Israel is to live in the service and employ of my said son David as usual on the Farm until he shall be twenty-one
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years of age and then to be free. 13thly whereas my daughter Anne Pell hath had and still must have much care and trouble as
an executrix in the management of her father's estate and I being fuily satisfied of her having discharged her duty as far as she
was able I myself being incapable of assisting her, do for the sake of preserving peace and good will among my children after
my death desire that they may be also satisfied with her conduct and come to amicable settlements with her but if any of my
children who are legatees in the will of their father shall cause vexation in law or otherwise to my said daughter Anne Pell as
an executrix aforesaid in the settlement of his or her share of the estate in such case I do order and direct my executors to
withhold and retain whatever may be given by this my will to any or either of my children from such child and his or her assigns who shall cause vexation or lawsuit and distribute the same among the other legatees share and share alike And lastly I
nominate constitute and appeint my daughter Anne Pell Executrix and my sons Edward and George Ferris Executors of this
my last Will and Testament hereby revoking all others before this time made by me. In Witness Whereof I have hereunto set
my hand and seal the 9th day of September in the year 1807 Signed sealed published and declared by the said Charity Ferris
as and for her last Will and Testament in the presence of us the subscribers who subscribed our names as witnesses thereto in
her presence and in the presence of each other. (signed) Charity Ferris. (Witnesses): James Briggs, James Oakley, John
Brewer.
---Sources: Information online July 2001, Dutch-Colonies List, from Wayne McKean <WayneLII@aol.com>

Ferris, Jeffrey
Jeffrey Ferris
son of
d. 31 May 1666 Fairfield, CT

m. (1)

Susannah
(widow of Robert Lockwood)
d. 23 Dec 1660 Greenwich, CT
m. (2)
Judy Burns
Jeffrey Ferris was admitted a freeman of Watertown, MA 6 May 1635. He moved to Wetherdfield, CT and then to Stamford, CT in 1640, where he became an original freeholder.
In his will he named wife Judy; a son, James; son Peter’s 3 children; son Joseph’s 2 children.
---children of Jeffrey Ferris &
• James Ferris
• Peter Ferris, m. -?• Joseph Ferris, m. -?---Sources: Earle, Isaac Newton, History and Genealogy of the Earles of Secaucus, Marquette, Mich., [1924] (online at Ancestry.com), p. 409

Ferris, John
John Ferris
m.
Abigail Hoyt
---children of John Ferris & Abigail Hoyt:
• Abigail Ferris, m. (1) Jonathan Husted, son of Angell Husted & Mary Mead. Jonathan Husted was b. 1695; d. 1733.
---Sources: Briggs, Harry Tallmadge and John Greene Briggs, The Colonial Ancestry of the Family of John Greene Briggs and Isabell Gibbs de Groff, N.p., n.d.

Ferris, John
John Ferris
m.
Grace
In his will, he wrote: 9th of May, 1715. I, John Ferris, of the Borrough and towne of Westchester, being sick and weak. I
leave to my son John 5 shillings, and to my sons Samuel, James and Jonathan each 5 shillings. I leave to my son Peter all my
housing, out housing lands, orchards and rights, and my five home lots and all the meadow lying at the rear of said home lots.
Also my lot of land lying betwixt the highway that leads to Thomas Haddens mill, and the way that leads from Brunckses to
Stony Brook. Also a £50 right of commonage. Also my tract of land at Brunckses containing 24 acres. But it shall be provided always that there shall be a rod square, free for all Friends and friendly people to bury their dead, in the place, where
they formerly buried without any hindrance. My son Peter shall pay to my two daughters, Phebe Burling and Hannah Mott,
≈ì20 each. If he refuse to pay this, then my executors shall sell the orchard and meadow adjoining to the land of Richard
Ward, and pay the same. And my son Peter shall not sell any part of said lands or houses without the consent of my executors.
I also leave to my son Peter all that my 50 acre lot lying in the Long Reach, provided he defends it, but if he will not, then to
any of my children who will offer to defend the same. I leave to my wife Grace one third of my personal estate, and all the
rest to my four daughters, Martha, Phebe, Hannah and Sarah. I make my sons, John, James, and Jonathan, executors. Witnesses, Jeremiah Fowler, Daniel Clarke, William Smith. Proved at Westchester before Colonel Caleb Heathcote, February 5,
1715/16.
---children of John Ferris
• John Ferris
• Samuel Ferris
• James Ferris, m. Anna Sands
• Jonathan Ferris, d. before 31 May 1753. In his will, he wrote: ...I, Jonathan Ferris, of Frogs Neck, in the Borrough town
of Westchester, yeoman, being indisposed in body. My executors are to sell personal property to pay debts. I leave to my
brother, Peter Ferris, £12. To my sister, Martha Clarke, £5. All the rest of my personal estate I leave to my cousin
(nephew), John Ferris, youngest son of my brother, James Ferris, deceased. All my real estate, houses, and lands I leave to
my said cousin (nephew), John Ferris, and he is to pay to my cousin (nephew), Benjamin Ferris, brother of said John,
£100. And my sister, Martha Clarke, is to have one of the rooms in my house. I make my friends, John Bartow, Basil
Bartow, and my cousin John Ferris, executors. Dated April 25, 1753. Witnesses, Augustine Baxter, Ruben Fowler,
Samuel Ferris. Proved, May 31, 1753.
3

Early Bergen County Families, compiled by Pat Wardell, 130 Crestview Drive, Englewood, FL 34223 • the.wardells@gte.net

• Peter Ferris
• Phebe Ferris, m. -?- Burling
• Hannah Ferris, m. -?- Mott
• Martha Ferris, m. -?- Clarke
• Sarah Ferris
---Sources: Pelletreau, William S., Abstracts of Wills on File in the Surrogate’s Office, City of New York, pub. as Collections of the New York Historical Society, Vol II 1708-1728 ,
page 163 (will of John Ferris); Pelletreau, William S., Abstracts of Wills on File in the Surrogate’s Office, City of New York, pub. as Collections of the New York Historical Society,
Vol IV 1744-1753, page 467 (will of Jonathan Ferris)

Ferris, Johnathan
Johnathan Ferris
m,
Rachel
b. about 1732
b.
d. 26 Aug 1798 age 66.1.11
d. 6 May 1779 age 45
buried St. Peter, Van Cortlandtville, NY
buried St. Peters, Van Cortlandtville, NY
---children of Johnathan Ferris & Rachel
• John Ferris, b. 7 June 1769; d. 21 Feb 1789; buried St. Peters, Van Cortlandtville, NY
---Sources: Horton, William P., Cemetery Inscriptions of Westchester County, NY, Peekskill, NY, 1928 (online at Ancestry.com), Vol. I, (St. Peters, Van Cortlandtville, near Peekskill, Westchester Co., NY), p. b6

Ferris, Jonathan
Jonathan Ferris
m.
Elizabeth
d. before 7 Sep 1798
d.
In his will, dated 23 Feb 1798, probated 7 Sep 1798, Jonathan Ferris, of Cortlandt, mentioned wife Elizabeth; devised to
eldest son Joseph one third of farm “where I now live,” purchased of David Runnold; to grandsons Jonathan, David and Caleb
D. Ferris, son of Caleb D. Ferris, dec’d, one third part; to son Joshua Ferris the other third; to son Benjamin Ferris land purchased of “the;” Kronkhyt and Elijah Drake; to son Jonathan Ferris land purchased of Gretia Lent and John Watts, Esq. of
NYC; mentioned son Peter; dau. Sarah, wife of Richard Currey; dau. Susannah, wife of Smith Jones; dau. Deborah, wife of
Benjamin Drake; dau. Phebe, wife of Henry Lunsberry; g.s. Caleb Drake, son of Benjamin Drake, under 21; g.d. Rachel
Jones, dau. of Smith Jones, under 21; g.s. Benjamin Loundberry, son of Henry Lounsberry, under 21; devised to dau. Elizabeth, “one cubbord which were brought from Bedford last;” mentioned dau. Rebecca, under 21; dau. “phanne” [Fanny?] Ferris, under 21. Executors, son Benjamin Ferris, Benjamin Ward and Samuel Fields. Wit., William Lee, James Lent, John Lent.1
---children of Jonathan Ferris &
• Joseph Ferris
• Caleb D. Ferris, d. before 23 Feb 1798; m. -?• Joshua Ferris
• Benjamin Ferris
• Jonathan Ferris
• Peter Ferris
• Sarah Ferris, m. Richard Currey
• Susannah Ferris, m. Smith Jones
• Deborah Ferris, m. Benjamin Drake
• Phebe Ferris, m. Henry Lounsberry
• Elizabeth Ferris
• Rebecca Ferris
• Phanne Ferris [Fanny?]
---Sources:
[1] Bristol, Theresa Hall, “Abstracts of Wills Recorded at White Plains, Westchester County, N.Y., Subsequent to May 1, 1787” in New York Genealogical & Biographical
Record, Oct 1924 (Vo. 55, No. 4), p. 334 (Will of Jonathan Ferris);

Ferris, Joseph
Joseph Ferris
m. 12 Dec 1686
Mary Hoyt
son of Peter Ferris &
Stamford, CT
dau. of Joshua Hoyt &
Elizabeth Reynolds
Mary Bell
b.
b. 22 Dec 1664 Stamford, CT
d.
d. 15 May 1739 Stamford, CT
---children of Joseph Ferris & Mary Hoyt:
• Joseph Ferris, b. 31 March 1688 Stamford, CT; d. April 1756 Stamford, CT; m. (1) 30 Jan 1717/18 Stamford CT,
Mercy Buxton. She d. 24 May 1718, and he m. (2) 18 Feb 1719/20 Stamford, CT, Deborah Crissey.
• Nathan Ferris, b. b. 22 Oct 1694 Stamford, CT; m. before 1734 Stamford, CT, -?• Samuel Ferris, b. 5 Sep 1696 Stamford, CT; d. North Castle, Westchester Co., NY; m. 26 Feb 1728/29 Stamford, CT,
Experience Crissy. He was a minister and a member of the First Congregational Ch, Stamford, CT.
• Elizabeth Ferris, b. 19 March 1698/99 Stamford, CT; d. 11 Dec 1766 Salem, Westchester Co., NY; m. 25 Dec 1723
Stamford, CT, Joseph Purdy or Pardee?
• Abigail Ferris, b. 13 June 1701 Stamford, CT; d. 12 April 1737 Stamford, CT; buried North Stamford Cem., Stamford,
CT; m. 15 April 1725 Stamford, CT, John Pennoyer. He was buried North Stamford Cem., Stamford, CT.
• Hannah Ferris, b. 13 June 1704 Stamford, CT; d. after 19 Feb 1760 Stamford, CT; m. (1) before 1738 Stamford, CT,
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Charles Thorpe; m. (2) 1 Dec 1748 Stamford, CT, Andrew Bishop. Note: Hannah may be mis-assigned. Claim has been
made that she is the daughter of Nathan Ferris. [see History & Genealogy of the Families of Old Fairfield (1930), by
Donald Lines Jacobus, F.A.S.G., I:79] It appears that she married Charles Thorp, a little late. She would have been age 34
at the birth of her first Thorp child and age 42 at the birth of the last Thorp child. While not impossible, the date of
marriage would appear to be a little late for the day & time of of the marriage event. Most young maidens of the period,
normally married between 16 & 20 years of age and to have married later she would have long since been declared an
"Old Maid"??? Remains assigned to this family pending proof of correct parentage.
• Deborah Ferris, b. 27 Aug 1706 Stamford, CT; m. 2 Dec 1731 Stamford, CT, Joseph Husted. He lived at Stamford, CT;
and Stratford, CT. He served in French & Indian Wars-Corporal & Ensign, 2d Company-Stratford & 5th CT Regt-May
1775.
---Sources: Hoyt, First Three generations, by Fritz Knapp posted online at <http://www.rootsweb.com/~ctfairfi/stamford/hoyt_data.htm>;

Ferris, Joseph
Joseph Ferris
d.23 Nov 1841 age 84
buried Hope Meth Ch, Baldwin Place, NY

m.

Lydia
d. 11 Sep 1837 age 74.7.16
buried Hope Meth Ch, Baldwin Place, NY

---Sources: Horton, William P., Cemetery Inscriptions of Westchester County, NY, Peekskill, NY, 1928 (online at Ancestry.com), Vol. I, p. 44

Ferris, Joseph
Joseph Ferris
son of

m. 21 Feb 1829
Second Ref Ch, Paterson1

Rachel DuBois
dau. of

---Sources:
[1] Wells, Theodore W., The pastor and the church, or, Rev. John H. Duryea, D.D., and the Second Reformed Church at Paterson, N.J., New York: Board of Publication of the
Reformed Church in America, 1984 (Marriages, Baptisms, Members), p. 151 (online at HeritageQuest);
Second Reformed Church at Paterson, NJ, Marriages 1828-1896 online March 2001 at <http://www.rootsweb.com/~njpchsgc/chu/second_reformed_marrigages.htm>

Ferris, Oliver
Oliver Ferris
m.
Abigail Lockwood
b. about 1753
b. about 1759
d. 17 Aug 1825 age 71.8.26
d. 19 June 1853 age 93.7.7
buried Sleepy Hollow BG, Tarrytown, Westchester Co., NY
buried Sleepy Hollow BG, Tarrytown, NY
---children of Oliver Ferris & Abigail Lockwood:
• Sarah Ferris, b. about 1779; d. 27 Oct 1855 age 76.3.19; buried Sleepy Hollow BG, Tarrytown, Westchester Co., NY;
m. Aaron Close
---Sources: The old Dutch burying ground of Sleepy Hollow, in North Tarrytown, New York : a record of the early gravestones and their inscriptions.. Perry, William Graves,.
Boston. Rand Press. 1990 (aonline at Ancestry.com at <http://content.ancestry.com/Browse/BookView.aspx?dbid=19535&iid=dvm_LocHist006142-00001-1>, p. 69, 70

Ferris, Peter
Peter Ferris
m.
Hannah -?d. before 13 Sep 1795
d.
In his will dated 23 April 1795, probated 13 Sep 1795, Peter Ferris, of North Salem, mentioned son Benjamin Ferris; dau.
Sarah Palmer (youngest child William under age, devised to son Joel Ferris); one half of homestead; mentioned son Peter Ferris, under age; Bradford Crosman, son of dau. Pattee, dec’d, under age; dau. Pemely Brown; daus. Elizabeth and Agnes Ferris, under age; wife Hannah. Executors, wife Hannah Ferris and Daniel Purdy. Wit., Gilbert Baily, John Brown, Charles
Wood.1
---children of Peter Ferris & Hannah
• Benjamin Ferris
• Sarah Ferris, m. -?- Palmer
• (poss) William Ferris
• Joel Ferris
• Peter Ferris
• Patty Ferris [Martha?], d. before 23 April 1795; m. -?- Crosman
• Pamela Ferris, m. -?- Brown
• Phebe Ferris
• Agnes Ferris
---Sources:
[1] Bristol, Theresa Hall, “Abstracts of Wills Recorded at White Plains, Westchester County, N.Y., Subsequent to May 1, 1787” in New York Genealogical & Biographical
Record, Oct 1924 (Vo. 55, No. 4), p. 334 (Will of Peter Ferris);

Ferris, Samuel
Samuel Ferris
m.
Phebe
2 May 1754 (Westchester Co. Land Records, Liber ^, p. 436) -- Samuel Ferris of Eastchester, yeoman, “ordain and in my
place and stead, put my true and loving wife Phebe Ferris, and loving friend Geshom Bishop of Yonkers, attorneys,” to recover lands and money.1
---Sources:
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[1] Bristol, Theresa Hall, “Westchester County, N.Y. Miscellanea? in New York Genealogical & Biographical Record, Oct 1922 (Vol. 53, No. 4), p. 325;

Ferris, Samuel
Samuel Ferris
d. 20 March 1826 in 80th yr
buried St. Paul’s Ch Cem, Eastchester, NY
He served in the Revolution.
---Sources: Spies, Francis Ferdinand, St. Paul’s Church, Eastchester, NYGravestone Inscriptions with Genealogical Notes, Mount Vernon, NY 1931 (online at Ancestry.com), p. 43

Unplaced Ferris Women
Hannah Ferris, m. by 1709, John Knapp
Rhoda Ferris, m.(1) before 1752, Jacob June; m. (2) 10 Nov 1761 Stamford, CT, John Knapp; she m. (3) 1769 prob.
Westchester Co., NY, Jehiel Tyler.
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